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Ladies and gentlemen, there really is very little to tell you in this Newsletter, so it will be brief! 
The report of the Club AGM held at the end of March is the main feature of this issue: I still feel 
embarrassed when I think back to my failure to properly elect the committee, but if anyone feels 
strongly about it, we could rectify the matter at a brief Special General Meeting held in 
association with a future Club Night.  
 
The XC season has well and truly started for the paraglider pilots of the club, with a total distance 
of more than 500km flown already. It’s been particularly good for Graham Cummins, who by the 
end of April has clocked up a total XC distance of 190km. Last year, PG XCs exceeded (sorry!) 
1000km for the first time: at this rate, should we be aiming to set a total XC distance for the year 
of 1500km?  And for those who have yet to fly XC but who, like chicks on the edge of a nest, 
hesitate to take that giant leap – just go for it!! Getting back to your car is usually easier than 
finding the second and subsequent thermals, needed to prolong your flight. 
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A recent close encounter while flying at the Orme has been thoroughly discussed on the 
member’s website. I expect we have all been there at some time in our lives. All I will add, since 
I am not a Club Coach, is – observe > anticipate > take early action.   
 
Enjoy the summer!  
 
Jerry Hazzard 
Club Chairman 
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Arising from Club AGM, the Club Constitution will shortly be found as a document on the Club 
Website. We are also likely to introduce some small changes to the Sites Guide, mainly for the 
information of new members and visitors, highlighting particular risks unique to each of our sites. 
This is all part of steps to ensure that all risks are publicised, to minimise the prospects of anyone 
building a case for a liability claim against the club or its members.  
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Report of the 2010 Annual General Meeting – 29/3/2010 
 

The following were present: Chairman, Social & Newsletter - Jerry Hazzard (JH), 
Membership/Secretary - Ian Home (IH), Sites - Steve Kynaston (SK), Safety - Dave Edwards 
(DE), Coaching - Steve Hogan (SH) and Brian Dillon (BD), Competitions - Stuart Lloyd (SL), 
Webmaster -Tim Salter (TS), and nine other members. 
Apologies had been received from: Clive Mills (Treasurer), Kevin Dingley, Stuart Bate. 
 
Chairman’s opening address 
JH summarised the past year’s flying, including the success of Dave Shields (Shedsy) as 2009 
British HG champion and Carl Wallbank as British HG team captain for a second year. He also 
offered congratulations to Graham Cummins for his 100km flight during the year. Thanks were 
also due to members of the committee for the good work they had done for the club during 2009. 
JH finally reported that the contents of a BHPA Bulletin had drawn the committee’s attention to 
minimising the likelihood of insurance claims, and that the committee was looking at actions to 
minimise our liability.  

 
Reports by Club Officers: 
Membership: IH reported that since the last AGM, from an initial 71 paid-up members the club 
now had 121 members; the increase largely achieved through subscription monitoring and 
chasing up those who had lapsed. In Dec 2009 the BHPA had reviewed our membership list to 
check on their current BHPA membership, as a result of which 6 individuals had been contacted 
to clarify their non-currency, with positive results. When members now renew their club 
membership, they are asked to check and confirm their BHPA membership and their renewal and 
expiry dates. This should reduce the chances of members flying our sites without third party 
insurance cover, with the potential of liability falling on committee members following an 
incident.  
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Sites: SK reported no usage issues with land-owners at any of our regularly-used flying sites. The 
‘whiskey run’ by SK to reward landowners had been made over the Christmas period and was 
well received but was becoming a lengthy exercise as the recipients are now old friends! Doug 
Jones had made a similar successful visit to landowners around Penycloddiau. BD reported no 
problems at any of the coastal sites. A general discussion took place over the access to Bwlch-y-
Groes, now rarely used by us but a regularly-used modelers site which they pay for. 
 
Access to the regularly-used Moel Morfydd and associated ridge to its west known in the club as 
Llantysilio had not yet been broached with the land agents for the ‘Llantysilio Mountain’ site 
marked on the agreement map which is actually the less well-used Moel-y-Faen. Action: JH & IH 
 
Safety:  DE had no specific safety issues to report other than a number of ‘tree landings’ by both 
HG and PGs, all thankfully without injury, and over congestion at take-off at Llangollen when 
visitors swell the numbers. There is room to space out along the take-off edge at Llangollen 
without risking entanglement with other pilots and spectators.  
 
Coaching: SH reported all quiet in HG. BD had seen several new CPs successfully introduced to 
the club. Steve Taylor commented favourably on the approachability of our Club Coaches’ vis-à-
vis some clubs. 
 
Website: TS reported no problems with the club website, with about 8000 visits per month being 
typical. IH stressed the importance of the website to the successful functioning of the club, and its 
role in attracting potential new pilots, thanks being due to Tim.  
 
Competitions: SL offered to continue with the ‘last weekend of the month’ comps, despite the 
fickle summer weather often interfering with last years comps. He was asked to do so. 
 
Social: JH urged members to propose possible speakers and other ideas for future club meetings.  
 
Treasurer: CM being unable to attend, JH summarised our bank balances as healthy with £1338 
in Current and £7503 in our Savings accounts. IH added that our annual expenses included the 
sites ‘whiskey run’ close to £1000, and our speaker’s expenses about £100, with subscription 
income close to £1700 (£14.29 net for each £15 PayPal subscription and about 121 members). 
The Club subscription will remain unchanged at £15.00 per annum. 
 
JH has asked the Treasurer to draw up the annual accounts for 2009-10 as soon as he can, for 
publication to members on the website and a future Newsletter. 
 
Club Constitution amendment 
JH had proposed an amendment to section 3 of the Club Constitution relating to membership and 
third-party liability insurance. The proposal increased the prominence of the clause stating that 
club members must be BHPA members and therefore have suitable insurance. A further 
amendment to the proposal by TS removed the reference to overseas visitors and their national 
federation insurance cover, which could have implied that committee members must be able to 
check that overseas insurance cover. This amendment was unanimously accepted, and the 
modified proposal put to the vote. Seconded by Allan Horsefield, the amended proposal was 
voted on and unanimously accepted by a show of hands. The revised Constitution will shortly be 
accessible from the Club Website. 
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Election of a Committee 
JH reminded the meeting that, having held the post for more than five years, he wished to see 
someone else take over the Chairmanship soon, perhaps at the 2011 AGM.  
 
At this point (perhaps due to too many years as Chairman!?), JH overlooked the formality of 
electing a Committee! Realising this failure on the way home from the meeting, JH emailed 
committee members seeking advice whether to let the matter go - since no nominations had been 
received and the present committee were willing to continue in their present roles - or to call an 
Extraordinary General Meeting at a Club Night (e.g. June) to formally deal with the matter. Most 
Committee members feel that it will be OK to accept the status quo. If any ordinary members 
object, would they please call for an EGM.  
 
There were no matters of Other Business, so the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05pm  
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Monthly Club Meetings assemble from 7.30 onwards at Broughton Wings Social Club at Airbus 
UK, Broughton, Chester CH4 0DR. Talks or whatever start at 8.15pm 
�
Monday 31st May Bank Holiday – no meeting  
Monday 28th June Club Night at BWSC - To be arranged 
Monday 26th July Club Night at BWSC - To be arranged  

Speakers / topic have yet to be arranged for future meetings and will be announced on the Club 
Website and Members Forum. If anyone can suggest subjects or speakers for any of our 
meetings, let me know! 

‘Last weekend in the month’ PG Comps continue during the summer! 

 
 
 
 
 

Club News and Information; contact details for all Club Officers, and a Membership application form, can be accessed on the 
Club Website at  http://www.nwhgpc.org.uk. 

 
All paid up members of the club who provided a valid e-mail address at renewal time should also have received an e-mail invite to 

join the "members only" area. If you have not received an invite and you feel you are eligible, please e-mail   
webmaster@nwhgpc.org.uk 

 
Contributions to this Newsletter are welcomed from any member. Ideally, please submit copy as a Text File or MS Word File on 
CD to Jerry Hazzard, Mill Cottage, Mill Road, Bronington, Whitchurch SY13 3HJ  or by Email / Email attachment to  
jerry.hazzard@btinternet.com   If  you are unable to provide text in these formats, the editor is willing to type up your scripts 
from longhand! The editor reserves the right to correct grammar, syntax and spelling, and to trim articles to fit page layouts. 
 
This Newsletter is published quarterly, on/about the 1st of February, May, August and November. Articles / copy for inclusion in a 

Newsletter should reach the Editor two weeks before publication date. 
 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club Committee or Newsletter Editor, and any products 
advertised are not specifically endorsed by the Club. No part of this Newsletter may be reproduced without permission. 


